I brought your name to the river

for Alistair Digges and the Edinburgh Singers

Music: Chris Hutchings
Words: Aine McAllister

Your name

On Camino Portugues

I brought your name
to the river,
called it on the wind.

Words whispered in water,
the river carried
your name to the sea.

Your voice
in the ocean's drum
echoed back to me.

[ sent my longing onto a breeze
through a forest
of silver leaves.

You returned on the wing
of a song bird

to move a while with me.

Three times I called it,
a gift
to the sky - the blue

of your eye -
felt myself swim
in the air you filled.

I still.
A falcon sways;
drifts away.
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I brought your name to the river . . . Hutchings

for Alistair Digges and the Edinburgh Singers Words: Aine McAllister
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6 [ brought your name to the river
long 's' sound (up to a crotchet in length) fading off at the end of each "breeze",
so that we hear a subtle wind-like soundtunder the sung parts
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